VO THI NHU MAI - A QUIET FLAME AMONG FELLOW ARTISTS

At the recent literary gathering, Vo Thi Nhu Mai made her debut appearance,
not with loud declarations, but with a quiet presence that left a warm
impression. As a first-time participant, she spent much of the time observing
and absorbing the atmosphere around her. Though she spoke little, her
attentiveness and gentle smile spoke volumes.

During the program, while others were caught in the bustle of performances and
interactions, VO Thi Nhu Mai moved gracefully between people, offering small
yet thoughtful gestures. One such act stood out: she personally handed each
participant a small card with their name written on it, a simple but touching
effort to acknowledge and welcome everyone. It was a beautiful moment of
connection, reminding us that care and presence can sometimes be more
powerful than words.

Her demeanour was soft-spoken, but her actions carried sincerity. Many noted
her warm energy, quietly friendly, respectful, and keen to understand the
nuances of the gathering. In a space often vibrant with creative voices, Vo Thi
Nhu Mai’s quiet kindness was like a calm note in a symphony, and her presence
undoubtedly enriched the experience for all who were there.

The literary festival itself was a rich and colourful celebration of poetic voices
from around the world. Held in a welcoming space filled with music, laughter,
and multilingual readings, it brought together poets, translators, musicians, and
friends of literature to share work, ideas, and cross-cultural conversations. Each
segment of the program was crafted with care, blending each cultural literature
with international voices, allowing a beautiful dialogue of language and soul.

Vo Thi Nhu Mai, though initially quiet, contributed meaningfully to this shared
space. She took to the microphone and read her original poem “The Song of
Life” in both Vietnamese and English, offering the audience a sincere glimpse
into her poetic world. Her delivery was gentle yet confident, her words soaring
with listeners across language boundaries. It was a moment of quiet power, her
voice steady, her poem luminous.

In another generous act of cultural exchange, Vo Thi Nhu Mai also read a poem
titled “Enjoy” by Greek poet Eva Lianou Petropoulou, further knitting the
threads of international friendship. Her choice to present not only her own work
but also honour another poet reflected the very spirit of the gathering:
connection through words, across cultures, in mutual respect. For a first-time
participant, VO Thi Nhu Mai left a lasting impression, not just with her poems,
but with her grace.



Poem: THE SONG OF LIFE
Poet: Vo Thi Nhu Mai
From: Western Australia

If we knew spring would never return

To strum its notes along our wandering path
If we knew the journey would drift afar

If eternity called with a sudden breath

If we knew beauty could never be touched
Nor seen through deep brown eyes

If we knew those blue clouds in the heights
Were but a rain falling down with passion

If we knew life would bring grace and blessing
Or a simple lesson in a night of getting lost

If we knew our hearts could be fragile

If we knew sorrow could sing a tender lullaby

If we knew foamy waves carrying silent love
If we knew sunlight shining on brief blooms
If we knew presence is just a passing moment
The moment a rosebud resting upon our lips

If we knew the song of life itself

Could be a pain that healing never finds

If we knew joy in every word we write

An afternoon translates a lifetime into poetry

Copyright @ Vo Thi Nhu Mai



Poem: “Enjoy!”
Poet: Eva PETROPOULOU Lianou
From: Greece

As a child

| discover the city lights

Buildings without trees

Water without fishes

The magic city | born

Was a fake town

No masters

No angels

As a child

I sing a lullaby

Every second

My life become a miracle

Hope to get a rainbow

Wait to travel with a unicorn

As Theseus make the world around
For a love

For a word that nobody understand
Filotimo

Copyright @ Eva PETROPOULOU Lianou.

VO THI NHU MAI - TUXOE TIJIAMSA CPEIU KOJUJIET -
XYJIOXKHUKOB
Ha nenaBaem nutepatypHoM coopanuu Bo Txu Hxy Maii neGrotrpoBaiia He ¢

TPOMKHMMU 3asIBJICHUSAMU, & C TUXUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM, KOTOPOE OCTABUIIO TEIIOE
BrieuaTiieHne. Kak ydactHuila BiepBbie, OHA MPOBENTA OOJIBIITYIO YacTh
BpeMeHH, Ha0JII01ast ¥ BIUTHIBasg aTMochepy BOKpyT cebsi. XOoTs OHa TOBOpHIIa
MaJjo, €¢ BHUMATEIbHOCTh M MSTKas YJIBIOKAa TOBOPUIIM O MHOTOM.

Bo Bpemst mporpamMmbl, oka Apyrue ObUTH 3aXBa4€HBI CYeTON BBICTYIUICHUN U
B3aumoaercteui, Bo Txu Hxy Maii rpanno3Ho nepemenianach MExXI1y
JOJIbMH, JieJ1asi HeOOJIbIIe, HO BAYMYHUBBIE *eCcThl. OUH TaKOW MOCTYIOK
BBIJICIISIICS: OHA JIMYHO BPYYWIIA KOKIOMY YYaCTHUKY HEOOJBITYIO KapTOUKY C
HalMCaHHBbIM HAa HEW UMEHEM, NPOCTAasi, HO TPOraTeyibHas MONbITKA NPU3HATH U
MOMPUBETCTBOBATH KaXA0T0. ITO OBLI MPEKPACHBI MOMEHT CBSI3H,
HArOMHMBIIMN HaM, 4TO 3a00Ta U MPUCYTCTBUE MHOT/1a MOTYT OBITh CUJIbHEE
CJIOB.



Ee manepa noseneHus Obuia MSTKOW, HO €€ IEWCTBUS HECIU UCKPEHHOCTD.
MHorue OTMETHIIN €€ TEIUTYI0 SHEPTHUI0, TUX0E APYKEI00He, yBaKUTEIbHOCTD
U CTPEMJIEHHE MTOHATh HI0AHCHI coOpaHus. B mpocTpaHcTBe, 4acTo
HaIOJIHEHHOM TBOPYECKUMHU TojiocaMu, Tuxas 1oopora Bo Txu Hxy Maii 6buia
KaK CIIOKOMHAsi HOTa B CHM(OHUHU, U €€ MIPUCYTCTBUE, HECOMHEHHO, 00oramnano
BIIEYATJICHUS JJIs1 BCEX, KTO TaM OB

Cam nuteparypHbiil pecTuBaiIb ObLIT OOTaTHIM U KPACOYHBIM MTPa3IHOBAHUEM
MOATHUYECKUX TOJIOCOB CO Bcero mupa. [IpoBoumMplii B rOCTEIPUUMHOM
IPOCTPAHCTBE, HATIOJITHEHHOM MY3BIKOM, CMEXOM M MHOTOSI3bIYHBIMH UTCHUSIMH,
OH OOBEIMHUIT TTIOATOB, MEPEBOTUUKOB, MY3bIKAHTOB U JPY3€Hl JIUTEPATYPHI IS
oOMeHa paboTamu, UACSIMU U MEXKKYJIbTYpHbIMU Oecenamu. Kax i cermeHT
mporpaMMBbl OBbLIT CO3/1aH C 3a00TOM, CMEIINBAsT KAKAYIO KYJIbTYPHYIO
JUTEPATyPyY C MEKyHAPOIHBIMU TOJIOCAMHU, TTO3BOJISIST CO3AaTh IPEKPACHBIN
JTUAJIOT SI3bIKA U JTYIIIH.

Bo Txu Hxy Maii, XoTs u3HayaiapHO OblJIa TUXOM, BHECIIA 3HAUUMBINA BKJIA]] B
3TO 0b11Iee mpocTpaHcTBO. OHa BhILIA K MUKPOGOHY U MTPOUYUTANIA CBOE
OpUTMHAJIBHOE CTUXOTBOPEHUE «IIeCHb )KM3HM» HA BLETHAMCKOM U
AHTJIMHACKOM sI3bIKaX, Ipeiaras ayJuTOpuy UCKPEHHUH B3IUIs] Ha €€
nostuyeckuiit Mup. Ee mojgava Obuta HEKHOM, HO YBEPEHHOM, €€ CJI0BA MapuiIH
Cpelu CIylIaTeNel, MPeo10IeBas A3bIKOBbIE TPAHULIBI. ITO ObLI MOMEHT TUXOH
CWJIBI, €€ TOJI0C OBLJT POBHBIM, €€ CTUXOTBOPEHUE CBETIIBIM.

B npyrom menpom akte KynbTypHoro oomMena Bo Txu Hxy Maii taxke
IIpoYrTaIa CTUXOTBOPEHUE 101 Ha3BaHUeM «Hacnaxmanrech» rpeyeckon
nostecchl OBbl JInany [lerpomyimy, emie Oonbliie CKpErnuB HUTH
MEXTyHApOIHOH Apy)Obl. Ee BBIOOP MpencTaBUTh HE TOIBKO CBOIO
COOCTBEHHYIO pabOTy, HO U MOYTUTD MaMSTh IPYroro Mo3Ta OTPA3HUII CaM TyX
coOpaHusi: CBSA3b Yepe3 CIIOBa, Yepe3 KyJIbTyphl, BO B3AUMHOM yBakeHUU. J{iis
BIIEPBBIC yyacTBOBaBIleH B meponpusatuu Bo Txu Hxy Mait ocraBuna
HEW3IJ1aAMMOE BIICUATIICHUE HE TOJIBKO CBOMMU CTHXAMH, HO U CBOEH I'PallUECH.

CruxorBopenue: [IECHS XKN3HN
IToat: Bo Txu Hxy Maii

Otkyna: 3anannast ABctpanus

Ecnu ObI MBI 3HAJIM, 4YTO BCCHA HUKOI'Ja HC BCPHLETCA

UToOBI UrpaTh €€ HOTHI HA HallleM OJTy>KIarolIeM Iy TH



Ecnu ObI MBI SHAJIN, 4TO MMyTCHICCTBUEC YHCCCT HAC BAAJIb

Ecnu ObI Be4HOCTH 1MO3Bajia BHE3AITHBIM JABIXaHUEM

Ecnu ObI MBI 3HAJIN, YTO KPACOTY HEBO3MOIKHO ITOTPOTaTh
WNnu yBUeTh cKkBO3b TIIyOOKHE Kapue riasza
Ecnu ObI MBI 3HAIIN, YTO ATH CHHHE 00JIaKa B BBIIIIUHE

beuu Bcero nuiib JOKICM, IMaJatomuM CO CTPACTbIO

Ecnu Ob1 MBI 3HANIK, YTO KU3Hb IPUHECET OJ1aroaTh U 06J1IarocIOBEHUE
Wnu npocToii ypok B HOUb 3201y IUTHCS
Ecnu Ob1 MBI 3HAIIM, YTO HAIIM CeP/lIa MOTYT ObITh XPYITKUMU

Ecnu ObI MBI 3HAJIM, 4YTO 1ICYaJIb MOXKCT IIC€Th HC)KHYIO KOJII)I6€JILHYIO

Ecm 651 MBI 3HAJIM, YTO IICHUCTBIC BOJIHBI, HCCYIITHUC 6€3MOJIBHYIO JF000Bb
Ecim 651 MBI 3HAJIH, 4TO COJIHEYHBIM CBET CUSET Ha KOPOTKHUX IBETAX
Ecnm 051 MBI 3HAJIU, YTO IPUCYTCTBHUC — BCCI'O JIUIIb MUMOJICTHOC MI'HOBCHHC

MowmeHT, Korjia OyTOH PO3bI JIOKUTCS HA HAIIH TYOBI

Ecnu ObI MBI 3HAIHU, YTO IIECHS CAMOM »KU3HU
MoskeT ObITh 00JIbIO, KOTOPYIO HUKOT/Ia HE UCIIEITUTh
Ecnu Ob1 MBI 3HANIK PaIOCTh B KAXKIOM HATMCAHHOM HaMU CJIOBE

OnuH AeHb NpeBpaiaeT )KU3Hb B IMTOA3UIO

ABTtopckue mipaBa @ Vo Txu Hxy Maii

VO THI NHU MAI - MIA ZIQIIHAH ®AOT'A ANAMEXA XE
XYNAAEAD®OYX KAAAITEXNEX



Yy mpdopatn Aoyoteyvikn cvykévipwon, 1 VO Thi Nhu Mai éxave v tpd
™G ELPAVIOT), OYL LE OLVATEC ONAMCELS, OALA LLE L0 )GUYT TAPOVGIO TOV
donoe pa Oepun evtdT®oT. Qg GLUUETEYOVTCA Y10 TPMTN POPA, TEPUGE UEYAAO
HEPOG TOV YPOVOL TAPATNPDOVTAS KOL OTOPPOPAOVTOS TNV ATULOCOALPA YOP® TNG.
Av ko1 prAovee Alyo, N Tpocoy Kot TO oald NG YOUOYELO EAEYOV TTOAAQ.

Koatd ™ dibpreta 1ov Tpoypappatos, Ve GALOL NTOV TOYOELUEVOL GTN
Qaoapio TOV TaPAcTAGE®V Kot TV aAlniemidpdoemv, 1 VO Thi Nhu Mai
KIVOOVTOV LLE YAPT AVAUESO GTOVS avOpPOTOVGS, KAVOVTOG UIKPES AAAG,
OTOYOOTIKEG Yepovouies. Mia tétota mpaén Eeymdpioe: E0mWGE TPOGOTIKA GE
K6Oe cLUUETEYOVTO L0l LIKPY] KAPTOL LLE TO GVOULA TOV YPAUUEVO TAV® TNG, MU0
QAT 0AAG GLYKIVNTIKTY TPOGTAOELN VO, AVayVOPIGEL KOl VO KAAWGOPIcEL OAOVG.
‘Hrtav pio 6popen otiyur cbvoeons, mov Hog veevidce 0t n epovtido Kot m
mapovcio pmopel Heptkés PopEG va efvar o 1oYVPES amd Ta AOY10.

H ovumeprpopd ¢ rov peun, aArd ot mpdéelg g £pepav eMKpivela.
[ToAlol mapatpnoay ™ {eoTN EVEPYELAL TNG, TNV NOLYA PLMKN, GEPOGTN Kot
TPOOLUN VO KOTAVOTOEL TIG ATMOYPMOELS TG CLYKEVIPMONC. € VAV YDPO TOV
oLYva E6puie omd dMNUIOVPYIKEG PmVEC, | Hovyn kKaloovvn ¢ Vo Thi Nhu
Mai fjtav cav pio HPEUT VOTO O€ [0l CLULPMOVIE, Kol 1] TOPOVCia TNG
avapeifoia epmAodtice TV gumelpio Yoo OAOVG OGOV NTOV EKEL.

To 1010 10 AoyoTeXVIKO EEGTIRAA TOV £VOC TAOVG10G KO TTOADYPMUOG
E0PTACUOG TOMNTIKOV GOVOV ard 6A0 Tov kocuo. Ilpaypatomomdnke oe évav
PILOEEVO YDPO YEUATO LOVGIKT, YEMO Kol TOADYAMOGES OVOYVAOGELS, EPEPE
KOVTA TONTEC, LETAPPUOTEG, LOVGIKOVE Kot PIAOVE TG AoYoTEYVIaG Yo Vol
LO1PaGTOVV €£pYal, 10€EC Ko dlamoMTIGUIKEG cuintioelc. Kdbe tunua tov
TPOYPAULOTOS NTAV QTIOYUEVO LUE TPOCOYT, CLVIVALOVTOC KAOE TOMTIGTIKT
hoyoteyvia pe d1ebveic povéc, emtpémoviag Evay OLopEo d1GA0Y0 YAMOGHS Kot
Yuyme.

H Vo Thi Nhu Mai, av kot apytkd ovyn, GuvEBAAE OVGLUCTIKA GE AVTOV TOV
Koo ympo. [TMpe to pikpodewvo kot ddface 10 TpwtoTLTTO TOiNUd ™G «To
Tpayodor e Zong» 1060 ota Pretvopeliko 060 Kol 6To oy yAIKd,
TPOGPEPOVTOS GTO KOWVO 0L EIAMKPIVY| LATLE 6TOV TomTiko NG kOouo. H
EKQOVNGT NG NTAV OTTOAT] 0AAQ Kot YERATN awtomtemoidnon, ta Adyla g
avéPnNKav 6To VYN LE TOLG OKPOATES TEPA A TO YAMOGIKA Opta. 'Hrtov o
OTIYUN NovyMg 0vvaung, N eovn g otadepn, To ToiNUd TS EOTEWVO. XE Lo
GAAN Yevvanodwpn mpaén moittiotikng avtoriayne, 1 VO Thi Nhu Mai siéface



eniong éva moinua pe titho «AmoAavote» g EAANvidag momtplag Evog
Awavov Iletponoviov, TAEvovTag Tepontépm ta vipaTa ts otedvoug eiiag. H
EMIAOYT TNG VO TOPOLGIAGEL O)L LOVO TO O1KO TNG £pYO OAAG KO VO TIUNGEL oL
GAAN TOMTPLA OVTOVOKAOVGE TO 1010 TO TVEDHA TNG GUYKEVIPMONG: GOVOEST
néom Aécemv, petald moMmticpmv, pe apolBaio cefacuod. I'a pwa coppetéyovsa
v Tpd™ eopd, VO Thi Nhu Mai denoe pia dtaypovikn evtdonwmon, oyt Lovo
LE TOL TOMULATA TNG, OAAG Kot pe ) x&pn ™. [loinua: TO TPATOYAI THZ
ZQHX

[Mowtpra: Vo Thi Nhu Mai

Amo: Avtikn Avetpaiio

Av Eépape 6TL M dvolEn dev Ba eméotpepe TOTE
[Ma va yoypaencovpe Tig VOTEG TNG GTO LOVOTTATL TNG TEPITAAVIN GG
Av Eépape 6TL T0 TaEIOL B Epevye paxpld

Av 1 uovioTnTo KaAoVoE Pe o Eapvikn avaca,

Av Eépape OTL 1] OLOPPLAL dEV UTOPOVGE TOTE VO, Oy YLy TEL
Ovte va pavel péoa and Padid kaotavd pudtio
Av E€paple OTL OVTA TAL UTAE GUVVEPQ GTOL DY)

"Hrtav amldg o fpoyn mov Emeprte pe maoog

Av Eépape 6TLm Lom Oa Epepve yapn Kot vAoYia
'H éva amho nabnpa oe po voyto amdAelog
Av Eépape O6TL 01 Kapdlég pog umopodoay vo, tval e00pavoTeg

Av E€pape 6TL 1 OAMY”M pmopovGE va TpayovONoEL £val TPLPEPO VAVOLPICLLOL

Av E€pape OTL aPpdON KOUOTA KOVBOAOVGAV GLOTNATN aydmn
Av E€pape O6TL TO PMC TOL NAMOV AduTEL 6 GOVTOUA AvON
Av E€pape 6TL 1| Tapovsio Elvol TAMG L GTIYUN TOL TEPVAEL

H otiyun mov éva pmovumovkt TplavidouALov akoLUTdel oTa XEIAN LG



Av E€paple TO Tparyovdt g 110G g Long

®a propovoe va eivan vag tévog mov 1 Bepaneio oev Ppiokel mToTé

Av Eépape yapd og kaBe AEEN TTOL YpApoLE

‘Eva andyevpo petagppdlet o (mn og moinon

[Mvevpotikd dSikonmdpota @ Vo Thi Nhu Mai

[Moinua: «Amdravce!»
[Tomtpra: Eva [IETPOIIOYAOY Awvod
Amd: EALGOQ

Q¢ moudi

AVokoAOTTO TO QOTO TG TOANG
Kripia yopic 0évipa

Nepd yopic yaplo

H poywm moéAn mov yevvnonka

‘Hrtav po wedtikn moan

Xoplc apévteg

Xwpic ayyérlovg

Q¢ moudi

Tpayovdawm Eva vavodpiopa

Kda0¢e devtepdiento

H (o pov yivetat Eva Badpa

EAnilo va aroktom éva ovpavio 1050
[Tepruéve va tagdéym pe Evav Hovokepo

Onwg 0 Oncéag etidyvel ToV KOGUO YOP®



INo o orydimn
[Ma o AéEN mov kavelg dev katarafaivet

duoTIO

[Tvevpotikd dSikandpata @ Eva IIETPOIIOYAOY Aiavod.
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